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Description 
PET PLAYHOUSE 

Background of Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to a playhouse for use by 
pets such as cats and ferrets. Animal playhouses are 
known in the art, see for example U.S. Patent 5,050,536. 
The '536 patent discloses a playhouse that has multiple 
floors with holes to provide access between the floors. 
The playhouse is designed to be collapsible to form a 
square or rectangular cross section for storage or ship- 
ping. The floors are supported by underlying beams, a 
portion of which extends through holes in the sidewall of 
the playhouse. U.S. Patent 5,320,065 shows an animal 
playhouse that utilizes offset openings having ramps 81 
to provide movement between the floors. U.S. Design 
Patent 469,584 shows a pet house. U.S. Patent 6,209,490 
discloses an animal container for use in commercial set- 
tings to confine animals, for example, at a store. It is dis- 
closed that individual units are designed to be stacked 
vertically or positioned side by side. 



[0002] while animal playhouses are known, they tend to be of 

complicated structure, do not provide serpentine paths for 
traversing by the pet, can be unstable if made tall because 
of the small "footprint" provided at the base of the play- 
house and can be assembled in only one form. 

[0003] The present invention provides an improved playhouse for 
animals that overcome deficiencies of the prior art play- 
houses. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

[0004] pig. 1 is a perspective view of the playhouse of the 

present invention. 
[0005] pig. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the playhouse of 

Fig. 1. 

[0006] Fig. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the central 
tower. 

[0007] Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the playhouse of Fig. 1. 

[0008] Fig. 5 is a front elevation view of the playhouse of Fig. 1. 

[0009] Fig. 6a is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view of the 
playhouse showing the connection of the floors to the 
sidewalls. 

[0010] Fig. 6b is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view show- 
ing the securement devices for securing each of the tow- 



ers in their final shape and the towers together. 
[0011] pig. 7 is a series of schematic plan views showing various 

shapes and positions of assembled enclosures. 
[0012] pig. 8 is a perspective view of the central enclosure with 

exterior portions shown in phantom to view the enclosure 

interior. 

[0013] Ljke numbers throughout the various figures designate 

like or similar parts. 
Detailed Description 

[0014] The reference numeral 1 designates generally a playhouse 
structure comprising a plurality of enclosures 3 shown as 
being interconnected towers. The enclosures 3 will be 
hereinafter referred to as towers, and are denoted as 3 A, 
B, C for distinction. The towers 3 which are connected to- 
gether to form a unitary playhouse 1. The playhouse 1 is 
provided with one or more entries 7 preferably at ground 
level and at least one floor 9 in each tower 3 dividing the 
interior 10 (denoted 10A, B, C in the towers 3A, B, C re- 
spectively) into a plurality of rooms 5 (also denoted 5A, B, 
C for distinction). The rooms 5 in a tower 3 are in stacked 
relation and are side by side-by-side in adjacent tower. 
Each tower 3 may be provided with either a roof 11 or 
floor 9 adjacent to the top thereof with a roof 11 being 



shown on all towers. The suffixes A, B, C will be used to 
differentiate the parts on the towers 3 A, B, C respectively 
when needed for distinction. Each of the towers 3 has a 
sidewall 14 with a plurality of panels 16, as hereinafter 
described, at least one of which is generally planar. The 
generally planar panel 16 of one tower 3 is adjacent to 
and abuts a generally planar panel 16 of an adjoining 
tower when the towers are secured together. The side- 
walls 14 are designated 14A, B, C for the towers 3A, B, C 
respectively. The towers 3 are preferably positioned rela- 
tive to one another to provide a stable structure preferably 
with a multi-axis arrangement of longitudinal axes 13A, 
B, C, (Figs, of the towers 3. In the preferred embodiment 
and as best in Fig. 7, the longitudinal axes 13 A, B, C are 
arranged in a generally V shaped configuration and pro- 
vide both a depth D and width W to the footprint (see for 
example, Fig. 7a), as defined by the positions of the lon- 
gitudinal axes of the playhouse 1 for stability and com- 
pactness. 

[0015] The towers 3 may have similar structures. In the illus- 
trated structure of Figs. 1, 2, the towers 3 have substan- 
tially identical structures. Fig. 7d illustrates tower config- 
urations which are similar, e.g., the use of non-planar 



panels 16D in combination with one or two planar panels. 
The tower 3B has a structure similar to towers 3A; C but is 
shorter in height which provides a roof 11 accessible from 
the towers 3A, C. For simplicity, the towers 3 in the de- 
scription below will be described as identical even though 
they may vary slightly in construction. The towers 3 each 
have a sidewall 14. As shown, each sidewall 14 has a plu- 
rality of interconnected panels 16 respectively at least one 
of which is generally planar. The panels 16 of each tower 
3 are connected together. In use, the sidewalls 14 are up- 
standing and preferably generally vertical. The panels 16 
in each tower 3 may be generally uniform in shape and 
size, are preferably rectangular and are connected to- 
gether at fold lines or corners 19 with the fold lines 19 
also extending generally vertically. Each tower 3 includes 
one or more floors 9 with the towers 3A, C including a 
plurality of floors 9 which also function as ceilings for a 
below located room 5. The tower 3B includes one floor 9 
and one roof 11. The floors 9 in the illustrated structure 
of Fig. 1 and Figs. 7a-c are substantially identical. In the 
illustrated structure, the difference between a floor 9 and 
roof 11 is their location with the roof being located adja- 
cent the top of a respective tower 3. Each floor 9 has a 



plurality of side edges 23 corresponding to the number of 
panels 16 of the respective tower 3 and are sized to pro- 
vide a close fit between the edges 23 and the inside sur- 
face of the respective tower. The floors 9 and roofs 11 
each have a perimeter sized and shaped generally corre- 
sponding to the interior size and shape or the transverse 
cross section of the tower 3. Preferably the towers 3 have 
substantially similar transverse cross sectional sizes and 
shapes so the floors 9 and roofs 11 are interchangeable 
between towers 3. However, as seen in Fig. all the towers 
3 need not be of similar transverse cross sectional sizes 
and shapes. 

[0016] The sidewalls 14 can be formed from a blank of material 
such as corrugated paperboard or other materials de- 
pending upon the strength and durability needed or de- 
sired. The floors 9 and roofs 11 may also be formed of 
suitable material such as corrugated paperboard. As seen, 
the sidewalls 14 can be made from a generally rectangular 
blank having top, bottom and side edges 26, 27 and 28 
respectively (Fig. 3). The blank can be formed from any 
suitable material and may be cut or otherwise formed, as 
for example, by die cutting or the like. Openings 30 may 
be provided in one or more of the panels 16 to provide a 



means for ingress into and egress from the ground level 
rooms 5A, B, C in the interiors 10 A, B, C of the towers 3A, 
B, C, respectively. The openings 30 can be used as the en- 
try 7 or as a passage at the ground level between the vari- 
ous towers 3 by having selected openings 30 aligned. 
Ports 34 may also be provided in selected panels 16. 
When the towers are connected together and the ports 34 
are aligned, passages are formed providing for travel be- 
tween the rooms 5 and the various towers 3. The ports 34 
may be provided at each floor level in each tower 3 if de- 
sired. The exterior surfaces 35 A, B, C of the sidewalls 14 
may be provided with decoration 31 such as for example, 
simulated rock or other building material. The portions of 
the sidewalls 14 adjacent the top edges 26 may be in the 
form of parapets 38 to simulate a castle. 
[0017] The floors 9 and roofs 11 in a tower 3 have generally sim- 
ilar shapes and constructions. The principal structural dif- 
ference between the illustrated roofs 11 and floors 9 for a 
tower 3 is the provision of a portal 40, Fig. 3, through the 
floors 9 to provide a means of travel through the floors. In 
the illustrated structure, the roofs 11 are shown as con- 
tinuous, i.e., without a portal 40. However, if it is desired, 
a portal 40 could be provided in a roof 11. The use of a 



roof 11 with a portal 40 may be desirable for one type of 
pet but not for another. The floors 9 and roofs 11 have 
the peripheral edge portions 23 preferably in the same 
number as the panels 16 of a sidewall 14. Preferably, each 
of the edges 23 includes an ear 42 or 43 projecting there- 
from for receipt through a respective slot 44 through a 
respective panel 16. The ears 42, 43 will support a floor 9 
or roof 11 on its respective sidewall 14. Means are pro- 
vided to retain each of the towers 3 in its multi-sided 
configuration with the side edges 28 of the sidewall 14 
being retained adjacent to one another (See Fig. 1, 6a). To 
prevent the tower 3 from separating at the side edges 28 
the ears 43, which are preferably longer than the ears 42, 
can be bent downwardly after passing through a respec- 
tive slot 44 to overlie an exterior surface 35 of the re- 
spective panel 16 and then have a free end portion 46 
pass through a second slot 44 thereby locking the side- 
wall 14 to the respective floor 9 or roof 11 preventing 
withdrawal of the ear 43 from a slot 44 and separation of 
the seam at the abutting side edges 28, Fig. 6a. 
[0018] The towers 3 can have any suitable multi-sided configu- 
ration so long as there is at least one generally planar or 
flat side to correspond to a corresponding generally pla- 



nar or flat side of an adjacent and attached tower. For ex- 
ample, the towers 3 may have 3-6 sides. A larger number 
of sides can be utilized if desired. The towers 3 can also 
have one generally planar panel 16 in combination with a 
curved panel 16D, (Fig. 7d). The perimeter shape of the 
respective floor 9, roof 11 corresponds to the transverse 
cross sectional shape of the respective tower 3 at the in- 
terior surface thereof. It is preferred that the towers 3A, C 
have at least one generally planar panel 16 which face is 
at the location where the towers 3A, C abut and are at- 
tached to the tower 3B with the tower 3B preferably hav- 
ing at least two generally planar panels 16. The towers 3 
are suitably joined together. As shown in Fig. 6b, an elon- 
gate ear 43 passes through a pair of corresponding and 
aligned slots 44 through abutting panels 16. The free end 
46 of the ear 43 passes through both sets of aligned slots 
44 with a portion of the ear 43 overlying an interior sur- 
face of the adjoining tower 3. The orientation of the pan- 
els 16 on the towers 3 is such as to provide the desired 
footprint or footprints. For example, the panels 16 may be 
orientated at an angle A of 60°, 120°or 180°for a six- 
sided configuration of towers 3 and 72°or 144° for a 
5-sided tower. Fig. 7 shows in schematic form, several 



tower arrangements using various numbers of panels on a 
tower. Fig. shows a first configuration of towers 3 and an 
alternative configuration in phantom. A preferred embodi- 
ment uses a six-sided configuration for each of the tow- 
ers 3. This provides not only a desired footprint having 
width W and depth D but can also provide clearance be- 
tween the two side towers 3 A, C. The use of a six-sided 
tower provides for closely spaced ears 43, 44 and thus a 
short unsupported span of floor 9 or roof 11 between the 
ears for resistance to bending under load. 

[0019] The sidewalls 14 may be provided with a plurality of par- 
tially formed ports 34 and openings 30 (denoted 34P, 30P 
in the drawing) which may be formed by perforating the 
sidewall 14 but not removing the material inside the per- 
forations. This would allow the consumer to customize the 
playhouse 1 and to add additional towers 3 to the play- 
house 1 as desired. The provision of precursor openings 
30P and ports 34P provides versatility in assembly while 
not providing a means of egress from or ingress into the 
playhouse 1 except at the desired locations. 

[0020] The sidewalls 14 may also be provided with a plurality of 
openings 48 to form windows which can be shaped, sized 
and positioned for functions such as viewing into or out of 



the playhouse 1 while preventing ingress or egress. They 
may also be used as decoration or simulation, for example 
to simulate a barred window. 
[0021] As best seen in Fig. 1, a port 34 can be provided in a 
panel 16 in the towers 3A, C to provide a passage from 
the tower 3A and/or 3C on to the roof 11B of the tower 
3B. The roofs 11 may also be provided with a portal 40, if 
desired, to allow an animal access from below to the roof 
11 of the tower 3, 5. The roofsmay be provided with par- 
tially formed or precursor ports 40 (denoted 40P in the 
drawings) which may be formed by perforating the roof 
but not removing the material inside the line of perfora- 
tions. 

[0022] while any number of towers 3 may be joined together in 
various configurations using the present invention, a suit- 
able playhouse 1 utilizes three towers. 

[0023] it w i|| be appreciated that the above description relates to 
the preferred embodiments byway of example only. Many 
variations on the apparatus for delivering the invention 
will be obvious to those knowledgeable in the field, and 
such obvious variations are within the scope of the inven- 
tion as described and claimed, whether or not expressly 
described. 



